
 

Greetings Mary, Queen of Angels Parishioners, 

I have been amazed at how well our parishioners have come together since Beacons of Light began on 

July 1, 2022. I realize the sacrifices and challenges we have faced along the way, but I am happy to see 

the growth in our community and the vibrancy I sense at our Sunday Masses.  

Since we are now worshipping together at a single location on Sundays, this past March, I shared with 

parishioners the possibility of bringing our four churches – Immaculate Conception, Sacred Heart, Saint 

Michael, and Saint Mary – together into one legal entity/parish. This change will align and simplify 

administration of our churches to better reflect the unity within our parish family, enabling our priests 

and parish staff to focus more energy and resources on areas of ministry that serve the needs of our 

people, including youth ministry, adult education, marriage preparation and RCIA.  

The concept was supported by our Parish Pastoral Council and each of our Finance Councils. Parishioner 

feedback received during a town hall meeting and through reactions to bulletin inserts have also been 

positive. This change will not impact the schedule for Masses or availability of the sacraments across our 

family of churches.  

To create the new legal entity, we submitted a proposal to the Presbyteral Council of the Archdiocese (a 

council of priest representatives to the Archbishop) and received the approval of the Archbishop. The 

Archbishop has now issued the enclosed ‘Decree of Amalgamation.’  

I want to reiterate that this change does not mean that one church is ‘taking over’ another church. All 

four of our churches are coming together cooperatively to form a new parish family that will serve the 

needs of the entire Champaign County community. Our leadership, including the Parish Council and our 

new Finance Committee, will be comprised of members from all four churches. Each of our churches has 

a unique identity and history that we value and desire to preserve. 

We will use the existing tax ID number of St. Mary since our office, payroll, and many other things are 

already set up that way. But again, following the amalgamation, our resources and councils will serve the 

needs of the entire Champaign County parish. 

Father Kohn, our Parish Council and Finance Council representatives, our parish staff and I continue to 

welcome any comments or feedback. We are confident that this change will help our parish to better 

provide for the needs and spiritual growth of our parish family into the future! 

In Christ, 

Father Shawn Landenwitch 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 


